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J A Z Z
with and even collaborate with 
the faculty. In addition to the 12 
jazz faculty in residence, ap-
proximately 15 visiting artists 
present workshops and joint 
performances with students 
each year. The Jazz Ensemble 
and Jazz Lab Band perform a 
wide variety of styles and have 
performed in concert with inter-
nationally recognized compos-
ers and soloists. 

Just as important as the big 
bands is the extensive cham-
ber jazz program, including 
nine combos, some of which 
are highly specialized. It ensures 
that all jazz majors perform in a 
supervised combo every year of 
their study. Jazz students may 
also audition for more than 17 
other orchestral, wind and cho-
ral ensembles at CCM, including 
the numerous musical theater 
productions that utilize pit or-
chestras. Jazz majors enjoy the 
advantage of the myriad classes, 

ensembles and workshops of-
fered in CCM’s all-encompass-
ing performing and media 
arts environment.

Up-to-date facilities include a 
new digital recording and edit-
ing studio; a MIDI lab; computer 
workstations for music notation 
and sequencing programs; a 
state-of-the-art, computer-
based, teaching/presentation 
“smart classroom”; and rehearsal 
halls for jazz combos, big bands 
and other student-organized 
performing groups. The jazz 
studies program has its own 
jazz record library housing 
over 12,000 historic LPs.

The jazz studies program at the 
University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music (CCM) is 
designed for the student seek-
ing a professional career in jazz 
and related fields of contempo-
rary music. The comprehensive 
curriculum includes weekly 
private lessons, improvisation 
study in small classroom work-
shops, extensive courses in jazz 
theory, arranging, composition, 
jazz history and jazz keyboard 
skills. Also included are integral-
ly related courses like electronic 
music, digital recording and 
editing, sound reinforcement 
technology, the business of 
music, and ethnic and world 
music. Each student presents a 
recital with works representing 
a variety of jazz styles and at 
least one original composition 
and arrangement.

Frequent rehearsals, recitals and 
concerts provide the opportu-
nity for students to work closely 


